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Kbps. 28. Extra Batch. deumetruibu Â· By deumetruibu Updated Dec 19,Â . .The man convicted of
stabbing to death a Swedish journalist whose reporting about an alleged sex trafficking ring in

Cambodia angered the country’s authoritarian leaders has called on the government to turn him into
a martyr for the movement. Khieu Samphan, a former Cambodian prime minister, faces death after a
tribunal ruled in December that he was guilty of war crimes in the late 1970s. Samphan’s daughter,

Khieu Thinia, who called him a “national hero,” has called for the sentence to be commuted, but
foreign and local political parties have been largely silent. On Monday, the center-right opposition

Cambodia National Rescue Party said it would appeal the verdict. Party leader Kem Sokha was
released from house arrest in December and faces trial later this year. “My father’s sentence should
be commuted if his life is at risk,” Khieu Thinia said in a televised interview. “I still believe there is

another way for the case against my father to be solved.” The U.N. rights office has condemned the
trial as flawed, unfair and politically motivated. The swift escalation of violence by Cambodian police
after the journalist, Kim Sokhom, was found stabbed to death in his home on Oct. 6, 2017, brought
the country to a standstill for days. “This verdict can’t be accepted,” Khieu Thinia said. “The case

was rigged from the very beginning, and it is all because of my father’s reporting on the leadership,
the leaders of the Pol Pot regime.” Sokhom, who was awarded the Nordic Press Freedom Prize in

2016, had investigated the case of the so-called “angels of Southeast Asia” who were trafficked from
Cambodia to Vietnam for sex. In his reporting, he quoted former prime minister Vorn Vet, who said
some of those women were as young as 8 years old. Vet died in 2014, and the court case, set up to
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